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Hn , 7 rFR i 07 and 1 98 the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
S^S^^T^l^ CTonn 1449") are submitted for con.dera.on by the 
E^iner^he examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references ST^TESK 
requested and encouraged. Also it is »^«*ftU y his or her initials in the 

of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed » ^^^^t^jjKt"*: 
complete record and is not a concess.on that the re rference U^srTreTerved to establish an 

Z%££lZS£*Z*S«&^ application is also expressly reserved. 
The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

setS in 37CFR ESI of an international application; (e) before the mathng date 
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of a first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of; a t first Office Action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFK 1.114. 

n after fa) (b) (c) or (d) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 
U sfcFR 1-113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
below). 

□ the fee of $180 set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1.113 or a .Notice ; of Allowance 
under 37 CFR 1311 or an action that otherwise closes prosecution m the application, 
and on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes the Statement ^ under 
37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" below), and the fee of $180 as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, ™%™J^™ 
U payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving eaclv item of ^fo™ati°n 

contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and inc udes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1 704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of 
$180 as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p) (see "Fees" below). 

NOTE- This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or alter 
May 29, 2000, wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 is being filed. 



Copies of the References 

^ Copies of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

B This patent application was filed after June 30, 2003. Accordingly, copies of 

patents and patent applications that are listed on the accompanying Form 1449 are not 
enclosed herewith (see Official Gazette Notice of August 5 2003) Copies of other 
references identified on the accompanying Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

n Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3). An English-language equivalen^patent^ or 
an English-language abstract, or an English-language version of the search report or 
action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign office is being submitted in lieu of a concise 
explanation of the relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). 

£<] A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith. 

n The references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
U parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
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submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in 
accordance with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(d), the details of the parent apphcation(s) 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the 
references were previously furnished are set out below: 



U.S. APPLICATIONS 


Status (check o 


ne) 


U.S. Applications 


U.S. Filing Date 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


1. 










2. 










3. 











Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 

M The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained m the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 
37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

□ The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not received by 
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty days pnor to the filing 
of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Fees 

£<] No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

□ The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1 . 17(p) is enclosed herewith. 



Method of Payment of Fees 

□ Attached is a check in the amount of $ 

□ Charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $ . (A duplicate copy 
this communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 
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Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

ra Tf anv additional fees are owed in connection with this communication please charge 
13 Depo^it^ Account No. 12-1216. (A duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed 

for that purpose.) 
Instructions as to Overpayment 



□ 



Credit Account No. 12-1216. 
Refund 



Respectfully submitted, 




Washington, DC 20005-3960 
(202) 737-6770 (telephone) 
(202) 737-6776 (facsimile) 



IDS (Revised 6/5/04) 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box - 



►E) 




Substitute for form 1449A/B/PTO ' «JtBJ&&* 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(Use as man y sheets as necessary) 



Applica tion Number 
Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/763,421 



August 10, 2004 



Takashi Ooto 



Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS - 



U.S. Patent Document 



Application or 
Patent Number 



US 2001/0000636 A1 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 



US 6.475,087 B1 



Date of 
Publication 



Filing Date If 
Appropriate 



5/23/2001 
11/5/2002 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Foreign Patent Document 



EP 0 896 308 A1 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 



international Game Tech 



Examiner 
Initials 



— fVmrP NON oatpnt I ITE RATURE DOCUMENTS ^ 



explanation of relevance under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). 



